
The Practice of Scripture #2: AUTHORITY [Devotional] 
 

(listen to Sunday’s message here ) 
 
We’ve established that scripture invites us into a story. We all live by a story, whether 
that story is driven by culture, politics, family or God. So the question is, are we willing 
to let God’s story shape us? Do we recognize God’s authority expressed through the 
Bible? Our North American culture teaches us to challenge and free ourselves from 
authority, but are we willing to submit ourselves to the loving and transforming authority 
of our Lord and King? 
 
Discuss: Do you ever find it difficult to recognize the Bible as authoritative in 
your life? What do you think about authority?  
 
Although Christianity has viewed the Bible as authoritative, it’s important to understand 
that the Bible does not merely contain authority within itself but points us an authority 
beyond itself. NT Wright describes it as “God’s authority expressed through scripture.” It 
is through Jesus that we receive salvation and new life and through the scriptures that 
we are nurtured and fed in this new calling to live for Christ. The Bible is not the end but 
a means and should not itself be worshipped. It in fact represents a partnership 
between God and humanity both in how it was written and in its purpose. It is in God’s 
nature to partner with His creation; He chose to speak through human writers and now 
uses this collaboration to draw people to Himself and shape them to participate in his 
Kingdom building work. Let’s surrender to God’s Word and let it bring us closer to and 
shape us to be more like our Creator.  
 
Read Isaiah 55:8-11 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the 
Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, 
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out 
from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
 
Read Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 
 



God’s Word is alive and active. In the beginning His speech brought forth creation and 
today through scripture it continues to work powerfully. Not only is the Bible informative, 
but it transforms our hearts and mind. It rebukes us, corrects us, and trains us for a life 
of righteousness. More than just information, let’s  embrace the Bible’s transformative 
purposes. As followers of Christ let's immerse ourselves in God’s Word and surrender to 
its authority - it is essential to God’s work in our lives and our walk withHim. 
 
Discuss: We are all getting teaching and authority from somewhere. Where are 
you getting your authority? What teaching or ideology are you filling your mind 
with and letting shape you? 
 
Read Romans 12:1-2 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will. 
 
Pray through Psalm 93 
"The Lord is king! He is robed in majesty. Indeed, the Lord is robed in majesty and 
armed with strength. The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. Your throne, O Lord, 
has stood from time immemorial. You yourself are from the everlasting past. The floods 
have risen up, O Lord. The floods have roared like thunder; the floods have lifted their 
pounding waves. But mightier than the violent raging of the seas, mightier than the 
breakers on the shore— the Lord above is mightier than these! Your royal laws cannot 
be changed. Your reign, O Lord, is holy forever and ever." 


