
The Practice of Scripture #3: LIVING TRADITION [Devotional] 
 

(listen to Sunday’s message here) 
 
Every religion, culture, and family has traditions - beliefs and practices that are passed 
down and shared with others. It is likely that many of us are thinking about our own 
Christmas and holiday traditions as December approaches. What’s notable about the 
biblical story though is that it invites us to participate in an intentionally transformative 
and living tradition of faith rooted in the person and work of Jesus. 
 
Many people critique the Bible believing it to be an ancient and irrelevant text. What 
they are missing however is that scripture captures the life-changing message of Christ 
and His followers. The Bible simply points us to a tradition that we are called to partake 
in and embody. This living tradition transformed lives and hearts before it ever was 
compiled into a book - and now through this book the church continues to be shaped 
and molded. 
 
Discuss: Have you ever wondered if the Bible is irrelevant to our lives today? 
Why should we consider it relevant (or irrelevant) in this modern age? 
 
Discuss: How have you seen God use scripture to transform your life or the lives 
of those around you? 
 
Read 1 John 1:1-3 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write 
this to make our joy complete. 
 
Discuss: What does it mean that we are part of a living tradition? 
 
When we call Christianity a living tradition we are saying that the scripture that we read 
and internalize is more than words on a page. Instead scripture is rooted in and testifies 
to the message, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. It also means that 
christians didn’t write the Bible as a means to start a movement and create new 
traditions. The living tradition gave birth to the church which then soon led to the 
compilation of the New Testament so that God’s Word could continue to pierce hearts 
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and bring about the spreading of God’s Kingdom. As we learned in week two fo our 
series, scripture doesn’t point us to itself or its own authority, it points us to Christ, who 
is very much alive and at work within us.  
 
As Christ’s followers we are called to live in this living tradition of faith and bring others 
into it as well. In his life and death Jesus taught us how to live in His Kingdom and 
practice things like prayer and communion that we should embrace and pass on. That is 
why we should immerse ourselves in scripture and meditate on it just as Israel was 
called to in the Old Testament. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9  
These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 
them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates. 
 
We need to allow scripture to conform us to this living tradition. And just as the apostles 
did we need to passionately share the gospel and invite others into this new life and 
hope, devoted to proclaiming God’s Word and rejoicing at lives transformed by the Holy 
Spirit. As the church lets exemplify what it is to be part of this living tradition. 
 
Read Acts 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. 
 
Pray through Psalm 84:1-4 
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the 
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow 
has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are those who 
dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 


